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Introduction

In recent time’s cases of missing children and abducted children have been rampant all over the world. The existing statistics estimate that at least 2000 children miss or get abducted daily. Upon going missing the children undergo mistreatments or abuse, sexual exploitation, and end up in acute maltreatment which in most cases lead to the death and lifetime trauma of those children. This paper seeks to discuss the three crimes against children that is child abuse, children fatalities, and exploitation.
Child abuse
           By definition, child abuse does not necessarily mean the physical mistreatment of a child rather it also implies all other forms of violent mistreatment of a child by an adult or neglect by a parent or a caregiver. A recent report by the world health organization (WHO) shows that approximately  3 in 4 children or an equivalent of  300 million children in the age range of   2–4 years recurrently undergo psychological violence or physical punishment in the hands of the caregivers (Capaldo & Perrella , 2018). These acts of torture which are against human rights force the children to run from their homes and they go missing where most of them again find themselves in the hands of other people who even abuse them the more. Most of these children end up in informal employment where they face child labor with some of them ending being street children. The aftermath of this abuse or maltreatment causes mental health impairment which by the end of it all has dire effects on the economic and social development of the child. This translates that a child who undergoes mistreatment or violence will replicate the same behavior when he grows up and there is a likelihood that this behavior might be passed from one generation to another. This, therefore, implies that it will be hard to break the cycle of the “violent family”.
Child fatalities
           Child fatality means the death of a child as a result of neglect or abuse. It is the right of every child to be taken care of by the caregiver or by the guardian. Most children who are victims of child abuse succumb to abuse either through physical torture or neglect. Physical torture involves children dying as a result of beatings from the parents or perpetrators after an abduction. The fatalities occur as a result of acute maltreatment or even chronic maltreatment (Lyman, 2014). According to available statistics published in 2019 indicates that at least 5 children die every day in the United States as a result of abuse and neglect (Farrell & Lee, 2017).  This was an increase from the 1998 statistics that showed that 3 children died every day as a result of neglect. Before a child dies he, first of all, undergoes a series of chronic maltreatment which in the long run causes psychological impairment to the child. The situation worsens when the child can’t even get the common basic needs and some children end up dying out of hunger which is against the human right to basic needs.
Child exploitation
           Child exploitation can be defined as the deliberate use of a child for gratification or someone’s advantage to the use of children for someone else's advantage or to make a profit which results in a cruel, unjust gratification or profit often resulting in unjust, cruel, and child mistreatment. One of the commonest forms of child exploitation in the 21st century is the exploitation is child trafficking. Statistically, 27% of the total population of trafficking victims are children. The report further indicates that the trafficked children are involved in forced labor where labor trafficking involves coercion, fraud, or use of force to get these children who offer labor services. The perpetrators steal these children from their caregivers. The report by the International Labor Organization showed that the forced labor from the exploitation of little children generated over USD 150 billion in illegal profits every year with Asia specifically making a USD 51.8 billion profit in the illegal business (Crane & Behbahani, 2019). The other form of children exploitation which is against children right is sexual exploitation of little children by the adults. According to the world health organization (WHO) in every 5 women and one in 13 men have undergone sexual abuse when they were aged between 0-17. The report further claims that 120 million young women and girls have been victims of sexual abuse (Gardner& Erskine, 2019). It is crucial to note that these sexual abuses are accelerated by the social crimes of trafficking and the poverty levels that force the little girls to run from their homes where most of them find themselves in unwanted pregnancies.
Conclusion
The crimes against child’s rights are exponentially growing which is characterized by an increase in the number of cases of missing children from their homes due to family violence which mostly is accelerated by the poverty levels making the caregivers unable to provide for the children and end up neglecting the children. This situation, therefore, calls for a multisectoral approach. These preventive approaches involve the formation of a forum to support the parents by teaching them good parenting skills. This must be followed by putting into place harsh laws that will protect the interests of little children and reduce the risk of maltreatment from reoccurring.
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